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Don't Bring Camels in the Classroom

by Kenn Nesbitt



Don’t bring camels in the classroom.
Don’t bring scorpions to school.
Don’t bring rhinos, rats, or reindeer.
Don’t bring mice or moose or mule.

Pull your penguin off the playground.
Put your python in a tree.
Place your platypus wherever
you think platypi should be.

Lose your leopard and your lemur.
Leave your llama and your leech.
Take your tiger, toad, and toucan
anywhere but where they teach.

Send your wombat and your weasel
with your wasp and wolverine. 
Hide your hedgehog and hyena
where you’re sure they won’t be seen.

Please get rid of your gorilla.
Please kick out your kangaroo.
No, the teacher didn’t mean it
when she called the class a "zoo."
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Mary Had a Little Dog

by Bruce Lansky



Mary had a little dog.
Its fur was black as night.
And everyone that Mary met
The dog was sure to bite.

It followed her to school one day,
Which was against the rule.
The dog bit Mary’s teacher’s leg,
So they threw her out of school.
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Mary Had a Little Mouse

by Joyce Armor



Mary had a little mouse.
Its fur was white as snow.
And everywhere that Mary went
The mouse was sure to go.

It followed her to school one day,
Which wasn’t Mary’s plan,
For when the mouse jumped on her desk,
The teacher screamed and ran!
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Allergic

by Robert Pottle 



I’m allergic to pencils 
allergic to ink,
allergic to markers
and crayons, I think. 

I’m allergic to homework,
allergic to rules.
To sum it all up:
I’m allergic to schools. 
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Too Busy

by Bruce Lansky



I’ve folded all my laundry
and put it in the drawer.
I’ve changed my linen, made my bed,
and swept my bedroom floor. 

I’ve emptied out the garbage
and fixed tomorrow’s lunch.
I’ve baked some cookies for dessert
and given dad a munch.

I’ve searched the house for pencils
and sharpened every one.
There are so many things to do
when homework must be done.
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Homework, I Love You

by Kenn Nesbitt



Homework, I love you. I think that you’re great.
It’s wonderful fun when you keep me up late.
I think you’re the best when I’m totally stressed,
preparing and cramming all night for a test. 

Homework, I love you. What more can I say?
I love to do hundreds of problems each day.
You boggle my mind and you make me go blind,
but still I’m ecstatic that you were assigned.

Homework, I love you. I tell you, it’s true.
There’s nothing more fun or exciting to do.
You’re never a chore, for it’s you I adore.
I wish that our teacher would hand you out more.

Homework, I love you. You thrill me inside.
I’m filled with emotions. I’m fit to be tied.
I cannot complain when you frazzle my brain.
Of course, that’s because I’m completely insane.
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My Sister's Always on the Phone

by Bruce Lansky



My sister’s always on the phone.
I never see her study.
She doesn’t do her homework,
which is why her grades are cruddy. 

My sister’s always on the phone,
but I don’t think that’s cool.
My sister is so popular
she’s flunking out of school.
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Kiss Me Not

by Bruce Lansky 



Roses are red.
Violets are blue.
Please don’t kiss me.
I’ve got the flu. 
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Manners

by Bruce Lansky 



Manners are useless. 
Take my advice.
Always act rudely.
Never be nice. 

Eat with your fingers,
not with a fork.
Don’t use a napkin.
Why be a dork? 

Don’t change your clothing.
Dress like a bum.
Don’t do your homework.
Try to act dumb. 

Never say, “Thank you.” 
Never say, “Please.” 
Don’t say, “I’m sorry.” 
It’s better to tease. 

If you remember 
to do what I say, 
you’ll have no more friends 
when you call them to play. 


